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ROM  what  Principles  in  the  Law  of  Na- 

30    B    J     ture,  whether  of  right  Judgment  in  things, 

or  meerly  thofe  or  Self-prefervation,    or  if 

from  feme  Didates  of  Rational  Society, 

^    "^^       or    if  folely    from  unftarchable   ways  of 

6    Providence  Divine,  it  may  proceed,  is  not  the  la- 

Otention  of  theje  to  enquire;  but  fo  it  is,  thar  if  one 

takes   a   view  of  Jges  pa/i,  and  will  adventure  to 

judge  the  Opinion  of  Men  by  the'.r  A'^ion?,  itfeems 

to  have  been  in  all  Times  the  Con:mon  concurring 
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Judgment  of  Mankind,  that  the  Benefits  o?  Climate 
(a  benign  Air,  a  fruitful  Soil,  fwect  Water^  and  the 
J  ke)  do  very  much  fall  (hurt  ot  thofe  which  a  pro- 
pitious Government  affords. 

For  no  Charms  have  lecn  able  to  quell  the  Dif- 
quiets  which  Violence  and  Opprejfion  produce  :  Tho' 
other  Inconveniences  (  ho'^  ever  great )  are  recon- 
cil'd  and  overloi  k'd  by  the  innate  Love  of  our  Na- 
tive Soil,  yet  upon  the  Alarms  of  irnpofing  Tyran- 
ny, we  ma>  obferve  all  Nations  to  dwindle  and 
decay,  multitudes  fi)  ing  that  Evil  as  a  Plague,  above 
all  others  intclerable  :  For  Evidence  whereof,  let 
any  man  rccolledi  the  Efftdts  v\  hich  ancient  Egypt ^ 
Greece,  and  Italy  betray'd  under  fuch  Cataflrophes  5 
let  Peru  tell  the  Fall  of  the  Incaes  and  its  Confe- 
quents ;  tell  Ferrara  how  the  domineering  Tiara 
has  made  you  profper  ;  ki  Naples  relate  what  the 
^njotivifte  and  C<j/?//m«  Vifitations  caus'd  her;  (peak 
Florence,  Pifa,  and  the  Vale  of  Arno,  if  your  Num- 
bers and  Riches  encreas'd  with  the  Yok^  of  Medicis  : 
but  left  thefe  inftances  be  too  remote  for  Time  or 
Place,  we'll  take  a  view  of  fome  nearer,  for  more 
indubitable  proof  of  the  point. 

O  happy  England,  highly  favoured  of  Heaven, 
which  can  yield  no  confiderable  lnft;ance  of  this 
kind  in  her  Records  1  May  no  lupine  Ferocity  ever 
taint  her  Conftitution,  that  She  may  remain  in- 
violate as  many  Ages  as  the  Chronicles  of  China 
fcoaft  theirs.  Opprejfion,  it  feems,  is  a  foreign  Plant, 
which  though  the  will  not  thrive  in  our  bad  Air, 
is  no  Stranger  elfewhere  in  Europe ;  fo  that  when 
we  pafs  the  Seas,  we  need  not  the  Alps  any  more. 
Flanderst  Brahant^  and  Artois^  when  they  fell  from 
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the    Houfe  of  Burgundy  into  that   of  AuHria,  how 
populous,  hoiv  rich,  how  flourifhing  in  Trade,  Phi- 
up  de  CommiHes   abundantly  declares ;    very  diffe- 
rent trom    and  far  excelling,  the  cond;ticn  of  ^^«. 
U«d,  Holland,  and  Wejl-FrieJIand,  their  neiahbour- 
Provjnces.     But  now  let  the   Experiment  be  try'd 
It  Liberty   aitii  an   inclement   incommodious  Syie 
can  countervail  .he  Lofs  of  a  moft  delightful  fruit- 
tul,  njtive  Country,  under  the  .■\fpedh  and  Influence 
?n7,Tr^-'  '"'he  latter  then,  (bme  of  the  hangh- 
tieft  Nobihty  muft  /ay  down  tlieir  Heads  on  a  B/ock 
tor  being  Advocates  of  the  ancient  Rights  of  their 
Country  j  one  City  beholds  within  he?  (elf  a  Cita- 
del rearmg  her  Baflions  (  foon   garnilhy   with  Ar- 

!L  ■''^2'  °^-^^?  ""^"^  2*"  Worranto's  pafs  asainft 
their  Municipal  Rights,  and  when  Murmurs  or  Op- 
pofition  rife,  all  is  conftrued  Riot  and  Rebellion 
and  then  the  Wealthy  Citizens  are  Fined,  Impri^ 
lond,  and  Confifcated  :  In  confequence  of  thefe 
things,  fome  Imports  and  Gabels  are  impos'd  with- 

T.^MY^'P.'^'''  °^  '^^  E""«'  «nd  an  Army 
from  Italy   of  Foreigners  take  up  Free-quarter  in 

^!r^Z%]fT'''t^  r  '^°^^'  °"eAge  vvilldifc^ 
ver  the  Effefts  •  the  People  infentibly  file  North- 
wards  where  they  intrench  themfelves  in  the  Mudd, 
the  Ocean  is  debarred  her  wandring,  the  hollow 
Land  made  firm,  and  Lakes  drein'd  ;  The  loofe  Sand 
becomes  a  ftable  Foundation  for  great  CL«^ 

nhirXJPr'/"  "'■  '^'""''"'  Bhi.nt,.nTZi 
unhive  themfelves  mto  the  new  ones  of  Holland. 
Zealaud.  and  Wefl-FrUfland;    and,  in  a  word.  X 

tages  ot  Nature  )  yielding  an  Afylum  to   Liberty, 
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iliali  equal  and  far  exceed  what  the  former  ever 
were.  Thus  we  fee  a  Republick  form'd,  uliich  in 
one  Century  is  become  more  puilTant  than  the  Roman 
amounted  to  in  three. 

Having  been  more  explicit  in  the  cafe  of  Fla 
ders^  I  pafs  by  the  later  one  of  Denmark^  fo  can- 
didly and  curioufly  exemplified  by  an  excellent 
hand ;  In  the  days  we  live,  France  it  felf  is  a 
pregnant  inftance  too,  for  the  fwarrning  Catholicks, 
as  well  as  Huguenots,  of  that  Nation,  in  all  the 
Countries  of  Europe, -^tq  fo  many  fpeaking  Witnef- 
fes  of  the  inward  decay  of  that  Realm,  {lace  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  (the  Shadow  of  the  ancient 
States- General  of  that  Kingdom  )  yielded  up  the 
Ghoft.  In  Germany  the  Imperial  tree  Cities  are 
more  populous,  rich,  and  their  Territories  better 
cultivated  than  commonly  thofe  of  the  Princes  : 
So  Jikewife  the  mod  inhofpitable  Mountains  of 
Switzerland  are  better  replenifh'd  with  Inhabitants 
than  the  luxurious  Plains  of  Lombardy ;  all  which 
is  afcribable  only  to  the  Eafe  of  a  mild  and  im- 
partial Government,  From  which  Hiftorical  Evi- 
dences therefore,  and  becaufe  many  more  of  like 
kind  may  be  produc'd,  I  draw  this  Conclufion, 
That  grofs  Air  does  not  more  naturally  deprefs 
Mercury  in  a  Tube,  than  the  Gravity  of  malevolent 
Councils  does  the  Geniust  Wealth,  and  Mumhr  of 
any  People. 

Now,  fince  Pach  EffecSts  are  univerfally  and  con- 
formably in  all  Ages  and  Counrrics,  proceeding  oF 
(uch  Caufes,  it  cannot  be  unfit  to  afcribe  the  fame 
to  the  over-ruling  Wifdom,  Juftice,  and  Goodnefs  of 
the  UniverfaJ  Monarch  of  Mankind,  who,  accord- 
ing, 
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ing  to  the  107th  Pfalm,  his   referv'd    this  Honour 
and  Prerogative  uherewith  to  c.'t.iftizs  the  Infolence 
of  his  Viceroys  on  Earth,  as  wtA  a>  the  DiUblute- 
nefs  of  their  Subjects  ;    Thus  He    tumeth  a  fruit- 
ful Land  into   harrennt;fs,  for  the   vokkeAnefs  cf  them 
that  dwell  therein  ;  and  upon  their   Repentance,  the 
Wilder nefs   agjin   into   a    Standing    Water,    and  dry 
Ground  into  Water  fprings   :     And  there  he  maketh 
the    Hungry    to    dwell^    that    th^y    may   prepare    a 
City  for    habitation ,    fow   Fields ,    and  plant  Fme- 
yards ,     which    way  yield  them    Fruits  of  encreafe  .• 
On  ^he  other  hand,  abufng  His  Mercy,  tiuy  are 
again  brought  low   through  Oppreilion,  /^iliiftion. 
and  Sorrow  5    then  He  poureth  Contempt  upon  Prin- 
ces, and  caufeth   them  to  wander  in  a  Defart,  where 
there  u  no   way  :    At   the    fame   time,    He  fetteth 
the  poor    on  high  from  AfliSlion  ,    and  maketh  him 
Families  like  a  Flock  :  The  righteous  fhall  fee  it  and 
rejoyce,  and  all  iniquity  fhall  flop  her  mouth.     Who- 
fo  is   wife,  and  will  chferve  thefe  things,    even   they 
fhall    underfiand    the  loving    kindnef!  of  the  Lord, 
Now   fure,  above  all  Nations,    the  People   of   En- 
gland have  reafon  to  joyn   in   the  Chorus  of  this 
Pfalm  ,    0  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his 
goodnefi^  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  Children 
of  men. 

By  a  mild  and  propitious  Government ,  (  the 
Blefling  fo  much  eftcem'd)  I  mean  fuch  an  one, 
whether  Monarchical  or  otherwife,  as  purfues  for 
its  end  the  Security,  Eafe,  and  Welfare  of  irs  People, 
the  Reverfe  of  which  is,  when  thofe  Confiderations 
are  put  in  the  fecond  inflance,  and  made  but  fubfe- 
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quent  to  fonie  other.  If  I  miftake  not,  Maglrtratcs 
are  originally  appointed  Miniftcrs  of  God  tor  good 
to  the  People,  tor  which  caufe  Tribute  is  pasd  ; 
not  that  the  People  are  given  as  a  Prty  to  the 
laid  Miniflers.  Now,  in  order  to  hive  the  afore- 
faid  ultimate  End  of  Government  duly  confulted,  I 
fuppofe  it  indifpenfably  needful  that  the  People  have 
feme  Reprefentativey  which  may  not  only  report 
their  Grievances,  but  be  fufficicntly  impower'd  to 
obtain  Redrefs  of  them  :  Which  Suppofition,  I  own, 
doQs  conclude,  that  Abfolute  Monarchy  can  be  no 
more  than  accidentally  and  precarioufly  propitious, 
but  has  in  it  no  conclufion  at  all  againft  Monarchies 
of  the  Got  hick  Frame. 

Upon  di/Tolution  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the 
Wefl^  the  (everal  Nations  that  (bar'd  it  among  them 
agreed  all  in  one  Scheme  of  Government,  which 
though  it  admitted  of  Variety  in  other  matters,  yet 
every  where  did  eftablifti  a  Reprefentative  of  ihe 
People,  that  had  power  to  redrefs  all  Grievances  in 
the  Adminiftration,  which  partook  with  the  Prince 
in  the  Legiflature,  and  without  whole  Confent  he 
could  levy  no  Taxes  on  the  Subjed.  Herein  then 
was  abundant  Provifion  for  a  mild  and  equal  Regi- 
men of  Affairs,  wherein  near  upon  all  the  Coun- 
tries of  Europe  were  many  Ages  happy  ,-  but  in  the 
Century  newly  expired,  a  difmal  Cloud  did  over- 
fpread  the  moft  of  them,  which  hitherto  has  nor 
reach'd  our  Fortunate  Ijland^  but  England  yet  en- 
joys what  they  once  poflefs'd.  Without  a  fufBcient 
Reprefentative  of  the  People,  there  can  be  no  ade 
quate  Caution  or  Warranty  for  their  Liberties :  But 
England  having  preferv'd  uncorruptedly  the  former, 

as 
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as  the  fole  Palladium,  (he  continues  to  enjoy  the 
kindly  Fruits  snd  natural  Effedls  of  it;  fo  that,  I 
hope,  the  Teftimony  o^  Fhilip  de  Comm'inei  will 
ever  remain  verified  in  us  ;  Of  all  the  Seigneuries  of 
the  IVorld,  (fays  he)  the  Realm  of  England  is  the  befl 
^werri d  Commonwealth  ^  where  the  People  u  leajl  opprefi, 
and  the  Authors  of  Broils,  or  Difturhers  of  Peace,  the. 
moj}  pmifHd. 

The  Conflitution  of  England,  often  batter'd,  often 
undermin'd,  often  betra)'d  ,  has  not  fubfifted  (b 
long,  but  by  the  miraculous  Power  of  God  feverai 
times,  for  his  own  mod  Wife  and  Good  Ends,  intcrpo= 
fing  between  Her  and  Ruine ;  unto  one  eminent  /»- 
fiance  of  which,  the  Eyes  of  all  men  living  may 
bear  teftimony,  if  their  Memories  do  not  wickedly 
fill  them  :  And  as  His  Gracioiu  Majefly  has  fully 
anfaer'd  the  Promife  of  his  Declaration,  to  do  all 
things  neceffary  on  hii  part,  that  our  Nation  may  be 
in  no  mare  danger  ot  falling  at  any  time  hereafter 
under  Arbitrary  Power  ^  (o  will  the  Prudence  of 
our  Senate  fhine  bright,  in  all  Ages  to  come,  in 
making  fo  many  Provifions  to  keep  the  Fountain 
of  all  our  Joys,  the  Kingdom's  Reprefentative  in 
Parliament,  pure  and  uncorrupr.  Such  are  the  fol- 
lowing Chufes  or  exprefs  Ac^s  in  this  Reign,  that 
no  Speeches  in  Parliament  (hall  be  queflionable  elfe- 
where,  no  Recommendation  of  Members  for  the 
Cinque  Ports  fhall  be  made  as  ufual.  Penalties  de- 
clar'd  on  Excife-Oficers  intermeddling  with  Eled:i- 
ons,  the  like  for  Faife  and  Double  Returns,  Aflign- 
ment  of  Time  and  Place  for  County  Elections,  no 
Members  to  be  concern'd  in  any  Moneys  granted 
by   Parliament,    no  Officers  of  Excife  or  Cuftoms 
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to  hi  111  the  Houfe,  a  Parliament  to  be  new  chofe 
once  in  Three  years,  no  Expences  to  be  after  date 
of  the  Writs  for  Elecfting,  no  Perfon  under  the 
age  of  One  an.d  twenty  be  capable  of  Sitting, 
abridging  the  Privileges  of  Parliament  in  cafe  of 
Debt  or  Procefs  ;  and  when  the  ntw  Saxon  Line 
commences,  no  one  having  Office  or  Penfion  from 
the  Crown  fnall  be  capable  to  ferve,  no  Pardon 
under  the  Great  Seal  lliall  be  pleadable  to  an  Iri» 
peachment  of  the  Commons  ;  and,  in  fine,  the  Re- 
prefentative  of  England  (  like  the  Vcnettan  Senate  ) 
is  henceforth  to  fubfift  on  the  Death  of  her  Princes. 
Over  and  above  thefe  momentous  provifions,  there 
was  a  Bill  laft  SelTion  in  agitation,  for  better  main- 
taining the  Dignity  of  Parliaments,  which  provided. 
That  in  fuch  Burroughs  as  have  fewer  than  Five- 
fcore  Votes  of  Eledlors ,  the  Freeholders  of  the 
Hundred  fiiould  be  allow'd  to  vote.  For  what 
reafons  the  faid  Bill  was  dropt,  the  Author  knows 
not,  but  that  gave  the  firft  life  and  motion  to  thefe 
Thoughts  of  his. 

The  Reprefentative  of  England  conflfls  then  of 
Two  Houfes,  which  jointly  make  one  Parliament ; 
for  the  Lords,  call'd  to  it  by  Summons  or  Patent 
of  Nobility,  are  reputed  Truflees  for  the  Commu- 
niry,  and  Guardians  of  our  Liberties,  in  the  fame 
kind  as  fome  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  eleft- 
ed  by  their  own  Tenants,  or  the  Proprietors  of 
Old  Sarum,  (where  no  living  Soul  inhabits)  may 
Return  themfelves,  and  yet  when  vefled  in  the 
Truft,  are  equally  careful  of  the  PubLck,  as  thofe 
who  are  introduc'd  by  feveral  Thoufand  Voices. 
This  Honour  therefore  can  no  ways  be  denied  to 

the 
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the  Houfe  of  Peers,  who  have  through  a  long  fuc- 
ce/Tion  of  Ages  worthily  acquitted  themfelves  of  it, 
and  the  publick  Liberties  are  the  fafer  by  their 
Honours  Prerogatives.  However,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  having  much  more  their  exiftence.from, 
and  dependence  on  the  People,  do  claim  foraewhat 
peculiar  in  this  matter,  and  in  the  Argument  propos'd 
are  folely  to  be  treated  oi. 

The  Reprefentative  of  the  Commons  of  England  nu^>i(^  p^^ 
at  this  day,  confifls  of  Five  hundred  and  thirteen  ^/'^.  '  ^ 
Perfons,  under  the  diftinguilliment  of  Knights,  Ci- 
tizens, and  BurgefTes,  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque- 
Ports  being  comprehended  under  the  latter  head ; 
and  the  feveral  Diftrifts  of  the  Kingdom  whence 
thefe  Deputees  (as  in  France,  Polami,  Holland^  and 
elfewhere  (uch  are  and  have  been  calfd)  are   fent,  , 

be  obvioufly   as   followeth:    The  Forty  Shires   of  ^^  V'^-i/^ Ait- 
England  find   80  Knights,  and  the  Twelve  Shires  /^  U'tU^-  f^, 

of  Wales  12,  in  all  91  Knights,  eledled  by  the  Free-  \ 

holders   of  the  feveral  Counties  ;    the  Cities,    Bur- 
roughs, and  Ports    of  England   are  Two  hundred  ^^f^  ^^^^  ,3: 
and  four,   which  all  fend  409  Deputees,  and   the  ' 

Twelve  in  Wales  ii,  together   nuking   421,.  who   f^Cb   ''x  .    ~ 
\\ith  the  91   Knights,  make  up    the  Roll  of  that  ^^ 
Auguft  AlTembly.     Among  the  Burroughs  of  En-^^'C-^^-A-' 
gland ^  — .  Bewdlyj^Banhuryf  Altngton,  Monmouth^  and  ky%t:  o-fut^    —    - 
Highar)iferr7rri^nd~k'2Lch  but  one  ;  Londo»~D?cford,  -" 

^liTCanjlrfdge  every  one  Four,  and  ttTe  rel't  all  Two 
a- piece;  in  mod  of  which  places  privileg'd  to  ele<^,  l^a.(i^  _  . 

every  Houfekeeper  contributing  to  the  Church  and         n  ^ 
Poor,  (  as  a  Free- man  of  England^  has  a  Vote,  but       c\^'  "      _ 
in  fome  that    Right   of  the  Electors    is  reftrain'd, 

C  and  " 


and  in  others  enlarg'd  profufely  ,•  touching  which  I 
no  ways  intend  a  minute  Difcourfe,  but  at  prefenc 
it  fhall  fuffice  to  fay,  That  as  the  Charter  of  Wen- 

lock^  8  Edward  i\\Q  ^ih^  is  the  Hrft  lo  our_kecQfcfs, 

L^'^  ^'^■■-^''■/.  vv  Inch  has  in  it  an  exprels  (JIaule  tor  (ending  Mem- 
bers to  Farhament,  io  it  is  conceiv'd  that  all  Cor- 
porations or  Burroughs  by  Charter  till  that  time, 
had  it  virtually  included,  as  a  Right  infeparable  to 
fuch  Bodies. 

To  bring  the  Eilentials  of  our  Conftitution  into 
argument,  were  unpardonable  Prcfumption  in  a  pri- 
vate perfon  |  thofe  who  have  the  Legiflature  are 
ever  to  remain  fole  Judges  of  it ;  For  my  part,  I 
do  noc  allow  my  felf  to  debate  the  alteration  of 
any  thing  hitherto  eftablifh'd,  but  as  a  flncere  Lo- 
ver of  his  Country,  I  think  it  better  becomes,  to 
juftifie  and  applaud  all  the  parts  of  that  Conftitu- 
tion  under  which  we  have  liv'd  fo  long,  the  hap- 
pieft  People  under  Heaven  ;  Therefore  if  any  objed". 
That  the  Weft  carries  an  unreafonable  over-balance 
in  this  Reprefentative ;  I  anfwer,  (granting  the  Sup- 
pofition )  There  is  even  a  Felicity  in  that  Error, 
for  thofe  Counties  have  the  bed  of  our  Ports,  they 
..^  are  our  immediate  Frontiertoward^s~/r^;/cg,_a,nd  fo 
"  the  Dominion  of^hc'Cjiannelis  their  fo'e  Barrier, 
they  lie  in  the  Line  of  Navigation,  the~iichefl  of 
our  Mines  and  mofl  important  Manufacftures  are  on 
that  fide.  If  others  objed^,  That  the  Land-holders 
are  not  proportionably  reprefented  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Burroughs  \  I  fay,  The  pra dife  in  the  mod 
of  the  faid  Burroughs  being  (  for  (bme  Ages )  to 
'  .  return  Gentlemen  of  confiderable  Eftates  in  Land, 
bgs  in  (bme  fort  tranfmitted  their  Right  to  the  fame 

In- 


Intereft  ;  and  hereby  it  is  we  are  built  on  a  nrm 
Foundation,  there  being  no  fuch  Caution  of  Good- 
behaviour  to  the  Publick,  as  a  valuable  Concern  in 
it  ,•  though  had  the  Bill  of  lad  Seflion  pafs'd,  or 
any  other  like  it  for  the  future  (hould,  to  trans ferr 
the  Right  of  Eledion  to  the  Land-holders  from  in- 
competent Burroughs,  there  is  little  doubt  but  it 
would  find  a  general  Approbation  and  Applaufe,  be- 
caufe  the  more  knowing,  free,  and  numerous  the 
Eleiflors  are,  the  better  Judgment  of  the  Candidates 
may  be  prefum'd  from  them,  provided  the  number  be 
not  beyond  meafure  exorbitant. 

To  refer  then  thofe  Affairs  to  their  proper  Judges, 
ihe  Intention  of"  thele  Papers  is, 

Firft^  To  enquire  a  little  into  matter  of  Fadt,  how 
long  the  (everal  Burroughs  now  eleding  Members 
have  exercis'd  that  Privilege,  which  has  given  them 
the  title  of  Prefcription;  (for  touching  Knights  of  the 
Shire,  I  fhali  fpeak  but  occafionally.) 

Secondly,  To  ihew  from  Obfervations  thence,  that 
an  Encreafe  of  Burroughs  does  no  ways  interfere  with 
the  EfTentials  of  our  Conflitution. 

Thirdly,  To  lay  down  a  Scale  of  Property,  or  Rule 
to  compute  the  (everal  proportions  of  the  Body  re- 
preientedk 

Fourthly,  To  demonftrate,  that  there  is  no  parallel 
in  the  Kingdom  to  the  Cafe  of  Middlefes. 

Fifthly,  To  propofe  fomewhat  in  favour  of  London 
and  Wefiminfter,  from  feveral  Reafons  and  Arguments 
to  prove,  that  the  fame  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  Kingdom  in  general. 

C  1  Fsrfi, 
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Firfl^  For  evidence  of  Prcfcripaon   in  thofe  Bur- 
roughs, which  fent  Members  to  Parliament  any  time 
before  the  end  ot  £^u?W  the  4th,  the  Author  builds 
himfelf  entirely  upon  tlie  ^d  and  4th  Parts  of  Wil- 
liam?ryn\  Colktlion   (  frotTTThe  ^VowepR^orjsJ  of 
VarHamenrU'ritSylSQUi  luOic  fc^  Eledtion  and  thole 
Tor  levying  their  Expences  after  the  SelFion  ;  which 
latter  were  condantly  ilTu'd,  even  down  to  the  com- 
mencement cf  the  lad  Century  :  I  refer  my  Reader 
to  the  forefaid  Books,  where  he  will  fee  the  Names 
of  all  fuch  who  ferv'd  for  every  Burrough  mEngland 
.      during  thofe  Ages :  He  may  obferve  alio,  within  the 
/:f:t.Lc.-  ^j      jp^^g  Qf  ^^^  Years,  ther^  were  no  new  Parliaments 
O'  ^c^-?^i-         eleded;  and  many  more  Curiofities  will  therein  ap- 
(ljiC^\  p^ar,  but  I  confine  my  felf  to  fuch  Obfervations  only 

as  belong  to  my  proper  Subje(^.  Mr.  Fryn  fays,  the 
hcc%L  aJu;c^,.t  moft  ancient  of  thofe  Writs  are  dated  49  Henry  i^, 
*o<r^''/  k  2:  iflu'd  to  the  Sheriffs,  to  fummon  the  feveral  Burroughs 
in  their  Counties  by  Precept,  to  Ele<a  and  Return 
Members,  whereon  the  Sheriffs  made  conflantly  their 
Returns  w ith  thtfe  words,  NecJhit^^kres^Burgi  in- 
ira  Ballivam  meam ;  fo  that  \\\sCo/Ie^ion  whereof  is 
fubjoyn'd  an  Estra^y  is  certainly  exclufive  o^  all 
right  to  Prefcription  higher  than  Henry  7th,  in  the 
prefent  Burroughs  not  fpecified  therein.  However,  it 
is  not  to  be  conceiv'd  that  the  oldeft  of  thofe  Writs 
did  ereft  an  Houie  of  Commons,  anymore  than  Sum- 
mons to  Parliament  of  fome  Barons  by  Tenure  (near 
the  fame  time)  did  firft  ccnflitute  an  Houfe  of  Lords ; 
but  rather  it  would  leem,  that  the  pradifcs  then  be- 
gun did  from  one  undivided  Councilor  Parliament  of 
Barons  form  two  diftin£t  Houfes. 


I  mad  preniifc  alfo,   that  the  Sheriff's  being  only  j  ntt-^r^r^A:r^ 
enjoyn'd  in  thofe  Writs  to  fend  Precepts  to  their  Bur- ^^^'^^^''■^/   ^ 
roughs,  without  a   Lifl  of  what  Towns  were  fucb;  ^r^./    'tr^^'-^ 


at  this  day  do  not  lend  Members,  though  thereby 
they  had  a  like  Claim  with  the  xj  Aftr^cis'd,  thn 
now  do;  among  which  pretermitted  ToVvHs,  Axs^ 
bridge  made  5  Returns,  Chard 'i,  Lhtpwgmrton -^^ 
Farnhant  3,  Witney  5,  KingHon  on  Thames  4,  Stor- 
ford  8,  Bland  ford  i,  Dadington  2,  Bradnijham  2,  Ledef- 
ford  1,  Ravenfpur  2,  and  all  the  reft  but  one  ;  or,  re- 
ceiving Precepts,  never  did  return  at  all ;  but  Torring- 
ton  in  Devonfhire^  from  the  30  Edward  i.  unto  the 
$  Henry  4,  having  made  52  Returns,  pleaded  her  po- 
verty by  Petition  to  the  King's  Council,  for  a  dif^ 
charge  from  that  burden  5  wherein,  after  two  or 
three  Applications,  they  were  gratified  by  Letters  Pa- 
tents of  Exemption  :  To  maintain  two  of  their  Bur- 
gefTes  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth,  was  not 
look'd  upon  (b  much  a  Franchife  in  thofe  days  as  a 
Service  in  which  they  wre  bound  to  the  Crown. 
The  fame  reafon  made  otiiers  not  to  fend  very  fre- 
quently, and  fome  utterly  to  refufe  the  Privilege  i\ 
and  ifnow-adays  is. per  diem  were  levy'd  on  the 
Burroughs,  for  each  of  their  Reprefentatives,  during. 
Parliament  attendance^  perhaps  Torrington  would  not 
long  remain  the  Sole  Inflance  of  praying  a  Dif- 
charge. 


Barroughs 


'\ 


t 
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From  fhs 


Counties  of 

Bedford 
r.^.f.   Berks. 


Burroughs  ivhkh  jent  Members  to 
Parliament  before  An.  Chr.  1483,  ^h' 
and  how  often  they  did  feverally  Re- 
turn  tmto  that  time^  as  followeth. 

OEdtbrd,  28  E^K'.  i,  cmdin  aU  io6  Returns 


Bucks. 


Cambridg 
Cornwall. 


^e^rrny.J^.ij 


Cumberl. 

Darby. 
Devon. 


New  Windibrf  i  Edw.  z ,  and  in  all  ix  Returns 

Reading,  ^o  Edw.  i\  and  tn  all  %^  Ret. 

Wallingford,  30  Edw.  i,  and  in  ail  %^  Ret. 

Chyping  Wycomb,   28  Edw  i.  and  in  all  79  Ret. 

"  Agmondelham,  28  Edw.i^and  i  &  2  Edw.  x,  late- 
ly reflord, 

^  Wendover,  28  Edw.  i,  and  i  &  2  Edw.  2,  record 
21  Jac. 

^  Great  Merlow,  4  times  to  ^^  Edw.  ^,  lately  rejiord, 

Cambridge,  26  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  ^'^  Returns. 

Launcefton,  z6Edw.  i,  and  in  all  88  Ret. 

Leskard,  i  Edw.  2,  an^  in  all  6^  Ret. 

Loftwithiel,  4  Edw.  2,   and  in  all  6^  Ret. 

Truro,  16  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  75  Ret. 

Bodmin,  26  Edw,  i,  and  in  all  86  Ret. 

Helftoo,  26  Edw.  I,  and  in  all ^-j  Ret. 

Carlifle,  30  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  88  Ret, 

Darby,  26  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  ^j  Ret. 

Exeter,  26  Edw.  i ,  and  in  all  109  Ret. 

Totnes,  26  £^w.  i,  and  in  all  77  /?f^ 

Plymouth,  26  £«/».  i,  j«</  in  all  1 1  i?f/. 

Barnftable,  26  £<^w.  i^  and  in  all  82  /?f^ 


Devon 


9-i7tr/*^'j 


♦2-  ^    :^  "^M/?'- 


/ 


Devon. 


Dorfet. 


EfTex. 


Glocefter. 
Herefford. 


Hertford. 


Huntingt. 
Kent. 

Cinq.  Forts 


Plympton,   i6  Edw.  i,  and  tn  all  'j<S  Returns 

Taviltock,  4  hdw.  3,  and  in  all  ji  Ret. 

Di  ft  mouth,  24  £dw.  3,  and  in  all  51  Ret.     . 

*  Honiton,  28  Ediv.  1,^4  Edw.  1,  reflor'd  lately. 

*  Oakchampton,  3  8  Edw.i,(0  7  ^^'//y.  2,  re/i or' d lately, 

*  A^burton,  16  £^ip.  i,  ^;?^  no  more  till  lately. 
Pool,  14  Edw.  3,  ^7^4  /iwf  J  w^rd"  to  1 1  £^ii>.  4. 
Dorchefter,  26  £^/iy.  i,  and  in  all  83  Returns 
Lyme,  28  Edw.  r,  ^»rt^  /»  <?V  70  /^f^ 
Weymouth,   12  £^w.  2,  and  in  all  ^0  Ret, 
|Mtlcomb  R^gis,    i  Edti).  2,  and  in  all  75  /?f/-o 
Bridport,  26  ^dw.  i,  <?»/!/  /«  <7//  7$  /?d'/. 
Shaftsbury ,  26  £^w.  i,  and  in  all  81  Ret. 
Warcham,   30  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  lyj  Ret. 
Colchefter,  26  £<^iy.  i,  and  in  all  94  /?f?. 
Maiden,  7  ^rf'u'.  3,  ^«^  in  all  6^  Ret. 

**  Harwich,   ij  Edw.  t^,  only  reft  or  a  lately  > 
Glocefler,  a 6  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  90  Ret. 
Hereford,  26  Edw.i,  and  in  all  102  /?^/'o 
Lempfter,  26  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  85-  /?tfr-. 

*  Weobly,  26  £A'.  i,  and  thrice  more  ^^33  5^^^.  3.  rS' 

(laid  ^  char.  i. 
Hertford,  26  £rf^w.  i,  ^^  7  /i/(?».  lyyin  all\%  Returny 

*  St.  Albans,  i6  Edw.  \.^  and  ten  more  to  5  Edw.^t  re^ 
flord  hy  Edw.  6.  •  **     ■     , 

Huntington,  26  £</».  i,  and  in  all  (^^  Returns. 
Canterbury,  26  £^ttJ.  i,  and  in  all  10 1  /?f^. 
Roche fter,  -16  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  SS  Ret. 
Sandwich,  ")/r<?w  49  Hen.  3,  «w^^  12  Edw.  3,  u^^r^  ^»- 
Dnver,      ^^joind  to  ele^  3  or  4  f^c/.;,  d»^  w<7/?  of  that 
Hyeth,       (  time  the  fameftile  waj  lu'd  in  their  [Vrits 
Roumny,  ^as  to  Barons,  whence  fo  calfd  to  this  day. 


L.^ 


Lancadiire 

Leicefterf. 
Lincolne. 


Middlefex 
NorfFolk. 


Northampr 
Northumb. 
Nottingh. 
OxfTord. 

Salop. 
Somerfet. 

Southampt 
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^  Lancafter,  26  Edw,  x^and to  ^-i^  Eda>.  -3^.  hut  il  Rs- 
turns ;  lately  reft  or  d. 

Pretton,  26  Edw.  i,  and  ^^33  Edw.  3,  but  ii  Re* 
turns ;  lately  reftord. 
Leicefter,  26  Edw.  i,  and  in  all ^g  Returns. 
Lincoln,  49  Elen^  and  in  all  1 1 1  Ret. 
Grimsby,  26  Edw7i,and  in  all  %^Ret, 
Stamford,  26  Edw.  i,  ^W  te  6  Returns  in  all. 
Grantham,  created  hy  Edw.  ^. 
London,  26  Edw.  i,  ^»<^  in  all  ()-^  Returns. 
Norwich,  26  £//w.  i,  <?»</  inall  g\  Ret. 
Lynne,  26  i^rf'iy.  i,  and  in  all  70  Ret. 
Yarmouth,  26  ^^m?.  lyandinall  85*  /?£•/. 
Northampton,  26  £^w.  i,  and  in  all  loi  Ret. 
Newcaftie,  z6Edw.  r,  and  in  all  80  Ret. 
Nottingham,  26  £^h^.  i,  and  in  all  98  /?^/. 
Oxford,  26  £</«5.  I,  d«^  in  all  no  /?<?/. 

Woodftock,  3 o Edw.  i ,^ 3 3  £fl^.  3 , reftord  1 3 Eliz, 
Shrewsbury,  26  ^rf'w.  i,  and  in  all  (^j  Ret. 
Bridgenortb,  28  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  91  Ret, 
Wen  lock,  8  Edw.  4,  By  Charter. 
Briftol,  26  Edw.  1,  ^W  /«  <?//  (^6  Ret. 
Bath,  z6  Edw.  i^  and  in  all gg  Ret. 
Wells,  26  £^M?.  I,  <7W  in  all  88  /^f^. 
Taunton,  26  Edw.  i,   and  in  ally  ^  Ret. 
Bridgwater,  26  £<^w.  i,  and  in  all  91  Ret, 
illcefter,  26  Edw.  i.  ^W  w  all  30  /?^/. 
*'Milburnport,  28  Edw.  i,d^  33  £^u).  3,  reftord^  Car 
Winchefter,  26  £</«;.  i.  and  in  all  96  i?^^. 

Southampton,  26  £<^w.  i,  ^«^  in  ail  yg  Ret. 

Porifmouth,  26  £^w.  i,  and  in  all  78  /?e/. 

*  Andover,  /o«r    //w^j  to  the   3  3  £</jp. 
lately. 


3,  reflor'd 
Stafford 


r  '7 1 

StifToJci.  *  LtrclmdJ,  4  Ea'iv.  ?.,  an/I  to  ;;  ^,  EJ.  -^,  i»  ah  j  RttfiKs. 
Staflordj  26  jC/Ziy.  i,  arid  in  aU  %i)  Bet. 
Nev^cilile,  29  Ediv.  3,  and  h  all  45-  /^^^. 
Suffolk- ipr^vich, 26  ^'rf'w.  I,  dW /«  alli^  Ret. 

(Duntwich,  2^  £^u;.  i,  avtd  in  all  do  Ret. 


Sjirry 


j*  Orford,  26  ^  35  £^uj  i,  refiord lately. 


^  3S' 


Sout'liwark,  26  ^a'ly.  i,  and  in  all  83  /?(ff 
iBIechingly,  26  £</«?.  i,  and  in  all  59  /?f/-. 
JRyegate,   2.6  Edvo.  i,  and  in  all  6 1.  Ret. 
iGuillo-d,  26  Edw.  i.   and  in  all  98  /?f^. 

Gatton,  29  //(?«.  6,  and  in  aH  $  Ret. 
iiuilex.  Chichtfltr^i  Edw.  z,  and  in  all  ^^  Ret. 

Horibam,  ^^oEdw.  1,  and  in  all  65  Ret, 

Midhurft,  4  ^rf'nj.  2,  (jW  i»  all  50  /?f^. 

Lewes,  26  Edw.  i,  <?«</  /«  <j//  61  /?<?^. 

Shoreham,  26  £d'a'.  i,  and  in  all  66  Ret 

Eaft  Grinftead,  i  Edw.  2,  and  in  all  52  Ret. 

Arundel,  ^oEdw.  i,  and  in  all  y^  Ret. 

Brembre,  26'  £^/w.  i,  jW  in  all  26.   ?     ^ywd//;,  /»  one  b^v 

Steinings,  26  £ri^u).  i ,  and  in  all  13.3     '''»'^^'  return d jointlj . 

Seaford,  lo  Edw.  to  iHen.^,   and  in  all  8  Returns ^ 
not  as  a  Port. 

Rye,        ? 

Winchelfeaj^-zz/Wf  Kent,  Cinque  Ports. 

Haftings,     ^ 

Warwick,  26  £</».  i,  and  in  all  88  i?^/. 

"Coventry,  ^oEdw.  i,  ^»^/  /o  the  27  E^/w.  5,  /»  4^ 

8  Ret. 
Apleby,  2<5  £^uj.  i,  and  in  allS^  Ret. 
Salisbury,  ^6  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  97  Ret. 
Wilton,  28  Edw.  I,  and i»  all  93  Ret. 
Downton,  26  Edw.  i,  and  in  alli^  Ret. 
iCalne,  2.6  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  ^z  Ret. 

D  Wilt- 


.^/. 


Warwick. 


Weftmorl 
Wiltihire. 


VViltiliire. 


SS-^^' 


Worcefter 


York. 


J^^- 
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Devizes,  i8  £^u).  r,  an^  i»  all  ^i  Returns^. 
Chipcnham,  i6  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  zy  Ret. 
MJmesbury,  i6  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  57  Ret, 
CrickhdeJ"  1  £^m?.  x,  <j»^  /«  <?//  34  Ret. 
Grtat  Bcdwin,  t^o  Edw.  lyand  inall  zy  Ret. 
Lurgurihall,  28  Edw.  i,  ^W  in  all  z^  Ret. 
Old  Sarum.  34  Edw.^^  and  in  all  i8  Ret. 
[Marlborough,  16  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  61  Ret. 
Hindoo,  1 7  Hen.  6,  ^W  /»  <?//  6  /?e/. 
Heytesbury,i8  //if».  6,  and  in  all  5  /?e'^ 
Weftbury,  27  //<?».  6,   and  in  all  6  Ret. 
Wottonbafler,  25*  /7<?».  6,  and  in  all  7  /?^/. 
Worceftcr,  26  £i/w.  i,<jW  /«d//  103  Ret. 

*  Droitwich,  in  Edw.  the  1.  &  2,  were  5  Returns;  re- 

fiord  lately. 
York,  j^S^Hen^^  and  in  all  92  Ret. 
Kingfton  on  Hull,  12  Edw.  2,  and  in  all  6-j  Ret. 
Scareborough,  28  Edw.  i,  and  in  all  y*^  Ret. 
*Rippon,  I  Edw,  2.  only  ;  reftord  lately. 
*Malton,  26  Edw.  i.  only;  refloid  1640. 
**  Northallerton,  16  Edw.  \.  only  \  rejlord\6^o. 

*  Beverley,  16  Edw.  i'^^^  15  Edw.  3.  rejlord  lately,,, 
1"^  Pontfradl",  26  Edw.  i.  only  ;  reft  or  di^  Jac._ 


'Bur, 
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^urroughi  y^hich  never  did  fend  Mem-' 

hers  till  after  An.  1483.  tnx^.l'S^*3^ 


From  the 

Counties  if 


Berks.    A  Bington. 


Bucks. 

Chelhire. 

Cornwall. 


Buckingham 


Chefter,  ly  A^,  3  5  Hch.  8. 
Eaftlow,  by  Charter^  13  Eliz. 
Foway,  hy  Charter,  13  Eliz. 
Sr.  German,  ly  Charter,  5  Eliz. 
Sr.  Mawes,  ly  Charter,  5"  Eliz. 

Saltafh,  — ^ 

Camelford,         ■    .. 

Weftlow, 


Aylesbury. 


vi    •  C  '.• 


Cumberl. 

Devon. 

Dorfet. 

Durham. 

Glocefter. 

Kent. 

Lancafter 


Crampound,  *- 

St.  Michael,  -- 

Callington. 

Ccckermouth. 

Beer-Alflon,  — 

Corfe.Caftle. 

Durham,  hy  A^,  7$  Car.U. 

Cyrencefter,  ly  Charter,  1 3  Eliz. 

Tewxbury. 

Maidflon,  ly  Charter,  7  Ec/w.  6. 

Queenborow,  ly  Charter,  1 3  Eliz, 

Newton,  >    '  

Clitheroe, 
Bofton. 


Tregony.  SS^-S'-t 
Boffiney. 

-  St.  Ives. 
Newport. 

-  Penryn. 


Tiverton. 


Lincolne.       

Middlefex.l  Well  minder. 
MonmouthiMonmouih,  hy  Ail^  27  Hen.  8. 

D  2 


Wigan.  J5**  ^'f* 
Lever  pool.  J^-  £•/- 


Nor* 


Norffolk. 
Northampt 

Higham-ferrcrs. 
Northumb.  Morpeth,  - 


Thetford, 
Peterborow,  - 


(  .o    ] 


Cafilerifing, 
—  Brack  ly. 


•  <,  ♦  ?^^  •  ^?<t(3«iRgh.  JNewark,  ly  Charter  of  Charles  11. 
JEaft  Retlord. 
Oxford.  Banbury. 


-  Berwick. 


•  v- 


Salop, 
Somerfer. 
Southampt. 


Ludlow, 


Bilhops-Caftle. 


Mynehead,  hy  Charter  5  Eliz. 

Chridchurch,  hy  Charter  13  Eliz. 

Stockbridge,  hy  Charter  5  Eliz. 

Petersfield,  ■ Yarmouth. 

Lymington, ^ Newton. 

Whitchurch, ■ Nevs'port. 

Stafford.  Tamworth,  ly  Charter  5  Eliz. 
Suffolk  Aldborough,  hy  Charter  13  Eliz. 

Eye,  by  charter  1 3  Eliz, 

St.  Edmondsbury, ^  Sudbury. 

Surry.  Haflemere. 
WorcefterEvelham,  hy  Charter  ^  James. 

Bewdley. 
York.  Knaresborough,  ■         '  Richmond. 

Buroughbrigg,  >— — — — He>dona 

Aldborough,  -— = Thirske. 

Walles  1 2  Burroughs i  hy  A^is  27^38  Hen.  8. 


This  Catalogue  contains  81  Burroughs^  and  the  for- 
,\.>,  ,»;,v    sner  134,  which  together  compleat  the  number  in 
our  Parlsament,  viz.  216. 


Secondly  i 
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SecQH^l)^  Bv  CcmputSxiuns  driivvfi  nora  rh.ciu  Fe€4-  ik-vui/^'  -^ 
ted  Catalogues  it  will  manifefily  appear,  that  an  eti-^  h-ckc^  k 
creafe  o^  Burroughs  lus  never  been  judge!  any  breach  ,  .  .^^  a.. 
of  the  Conllituti  'H,  but  contrariwile  the  continual  ^'^  ''  ^^^ 
progrefTion  of  Nur.-ber  feems  to  have  been  a  confide- 
rable  accefs  of  Strcn^Ui  to  it  :  Thtre  is  no  [finance  of 
diminution,  except  tiie  fingle  Cafe  oiTorrington^  k-r 
the  pretermiflion  of  thofe  35:  formerly  Summoned 
cannot  amount  to  it  ;  the  majority  of  them  exprefs'd 
fufficicntly  th-^ir  Indifference  and  Refufai  of  that  Pri- 
vilege, and  the  Seven  which  obey'd  their  Precepts 
more  than  twice,  yet  foon  grew  weary  of  the  Sheri^s 
officioufnefs  to  fummon  them ;  or  ^\{q  the  Sheriffs 
defifted  therefrom,  becaufe  really  they  never  had,  in 
the  Tenure  of  their  Towns  or  by  Ghafter,  any  Right 
to  be  fummon'd  ;  one  of  which  caufes  mud  alio  be» 
long  to  the  Aftracis'd  23  ;  and  it  may  well  be  con-* 
ceiv'd  the  continuance  of  returning  Members  in  feve- 
ral  others  of  the  lefler  Burroughs,  was  due  rather  lo 
(bme  Gentlemen  of  Eftates  adjoyning,  than  to  any 
Difpofition  or  Concern  of  the  Inhabitants  •  nor  is  it 
improbable  their  very  firfl  Summoning  or  Inftitution 
was  (b  likewife. 

As  to  the  x3  I  have  Aftracis'd  in  the  firft  Cata- 
logue, 6  of  them  fent  but  once,  and  6  twice,  but  nei- 
ther they,  or  any  one  of  the  remainder,  did  fend  Mem- 
bers for  above  1 20  Years  preceding  the  end  of  this 
CoIIeftiont)f  Records  ;  fo  that  no  impartial  raan  can 
difallow  us  to  deduft  thofe  23  from  the  134,  and  to 
fay,  that  at  the  latter  end  of  Eeiiv.^.  the  Reprefenta- 
iivt  oi  England  hid  in  it  but  1 1 1  Burroughs  at  the 
moft,  and  37  Counties,  (^Monmouth,  Dftrham^  Che/hire^ 
and  thofe  in  WalUs  being  fince  added  )  which  allow- 
ing 
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"    A        *"S  ^  Members  for  every  one  of  either,  makes  in  all 
^AA.,^A-    ^^^  ^^^  perfbns:  E^/r.  the  4th  created  Grantharmnd 
't  ^■^    -<      If/gfjlffck^  Hen.  the6rh  Gatto»,  Hindon,  Heytenhttry^ 
Wcjlhury,  and   iVottoMhsJfet^    ^0   that  uniii  Ir.s  Reign 
(here  could  be  but  28 1  Members  in  theHou(eof  Com- 
mons :  nor  is  it  likely  the  number  was  higher  in  any 
t*/0  <^o^'     Reign  betore  ,•  for  Edw. ths  3d  and  xd  creared  38  Bur- 
^  {y  roughs  between  them,  u hich  overbalances  the  3 6  pre- 

termitted :  but  if  we  confider  how  frequently  many 
of  the  allow'd  Burroughs  fail'd  to  make  Returns,  and 
that  the  Counties  fometimes  fent  but  one  Knighr,  and 
hx^H'CU;    in  particular  that  PK/w^^r,  Fool^  Plymouth,  Hertford^ 
.  ^7^  ,r^^  Stamford^  llcefler^  Bremhre^  Steyn'ttigs,  Seaford^  Down- 
1/  ^       i^j  ton^  Calne^  Ch'tpenham^  Bedwin,  I  urgurfhall,  not  one  of 
^'"      '  '    them  lent  a  fourth  part  of  the  times  that  Parliamenrs 
were  call'd  ;  it  is  not  probable  that,  until  the  Reign 
o{  Henry  the  6fh,  the  Houle  of  Commons  did  ordina- 
gri  ft^A^  rily  confift  of  more  than  haJfthe  prefent  Conflituent 
1^:^  If-  is-   thereof. 

,   r^i         From  Edw.  4.  unto  Edw.  6.  Mr.  Pryn  tells  us  the 
h  ^'^^  •  Records  of  this  kind  are  near  all  loft  5  and  fince  the 
aJjiunCa^  latter,  they  are  (b  con fus'd, that  he  could  not  draw  from 
thence  a  like  account  of  the  newer  Burroughs :  What 
is  therefore  obferv'd  of  the  laft  Catalogue  of  81,  and 
the  Aftracis'd  x3,  was  drawn  by  him  from  the  Com- 
mons Journal,  except  fome  very  few  things  which  the 
Author  hereof  has  on  good  Authority  added:  I  could 
have  wifli'd  to  have  made  the  Chronology  of  the  lat- 
ter Table  as  perfed:  as  that  of  the  firft,  for  thereby  my 
Argument  would  have  look'd   with  a  better  grace, 
tho'  already  there  is  abundantly  fufficient  to  fupport 
^   iJdlt/      'f-     Hen.  S.  by  A£t  pnv]kgd  CheJier^Moufinioiith  and 
yjrrufKotcM  ^^^^^h  2II  which  Counties  and  Burroughs  encreas'd 


the  KiOuie  of  Commons  t,  i  Voices  ;  Maidjion  and 
St.  Allans  v^ere  added  by  Ediv.6;  thirteen  Burroughs 
moie  h''  ^^Eltzaktb',  three  more  and  the  Univerfi- 
tits  b)  Jam.  I  ,•  four  in  the  time  of  Charles  i ;  Newark 
by  Charter,  ar;d  Durham  with  Knights  lo  the  County 
by  Acl  in  Charles  tiie  id. 

Since  thtn  from  the   higheft  Antiquity  in  Record  vj^^^cW-^ 
Frequent  addition  of  ne-vV  Burroughs  has  been,  and  al-  ^^^f^  a^fvc. 
moft  in  every  Reign  fuccelfively  to  this  day,  without   •  ^^,^,^^^  ic', 
any  Imputation  of  altering  the  Foundations  of  our  Con-  "    ^.'      ^ 
ditution  thereby ,thehke  therefore  may  furely  be  again 
whenever  the  King  and  Parliament  fee  good  ;  which 
is  all  the  Inference  drawn  from  the  Premifes,  except 
that  addition  o\  Number  in  the  fame  Burrough  is  ta- 
ken to  be  included,  as  of  the  like  nature  ;  fo  Wenlock  ■ 
and  fome  others  now  fending  two,  formerly  did  but  , 
one,  and  Camlridge  and  Oxford  have  been  privilege  i:ricna.^.> 
to  fend  four.     The  Venetian  Grand  Council  has  in  it  ^^rro  ■ 
3000  without  confufion,  and  that  of  the  Barons  by 
Tenure  anciently  in  England  had  undoubtedly  more, 
J  proceed  then  to  the  third dW\(\on  of  this  Difcourfe. 

Thirdly,  In  purfuance  of  the  intended  method,  f  am 
to  lay  down  a  Scale  or  Standard,  by  which  to  examine 
the  feveral  Proportions  of  the  Body  reprefentedjin  the 
choice  whereof  (having  no  Precedent)  I  hope  to  be 
the  more  cafily  excus'd,  if  the  Rule  by  which  other 
things  are  try'd  be  it  felf  not  perfect;  fince  to  him  who 
would  ufe  Political  Arithmetick,  or  argue  touching  ^^ 
things  from  Numbers,  (away  latL-ly  recommended  by 
a  polite  hand)  it  is  of  necelTiiy  to  find  an  Area  w  here- 
on to  fix  his  Machine  :  A  Foundation  then  to  our  pur- 
pofe  mufl  be,  I  conceive,  fome  kind  of  Rule  in  Pro- 
perty,rather  than  any  Scheme  o:  Numbers,  taken  from  • 

ithfi.c 
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tae  Capitation  or  PoII-tJixes,  and  that  I  hive  cho'en  I 
thought  more  certain  than  any  Tcrrar  of  Land  uhich 
could  be  drawn  ;  befides,  I  induririoufly  evade  ali  No- 
vehies,  and  therefore  fl-sun  any  Par:aikl  of  Oceana 'i 
Agrarian^  or  forming  the  whole  Reprefentative  Ircm 
the  Land,  in  prejjd.ceot  the  Burroughs  of  this  King- 
dom, a  majority  wiiereof  has  attain'd  to  fo  venerable 
.4nr!quity  m  their  prefcripricn. 

The  method  of  Taxation  cali'd  a  Royal  ^.td,  v\hich 
is  become  more  frequent  with  us  of  tome  years  pad  than 
any  other,  is  what  I  have  fix'd  upon ;  whether  it  be  the 
mcft  unreproachible  Rule  of  Subsidies,  is  not  in  my 
Argument  to  controvert ;  but  this  I  undertake,  to 
draw  no  Conclufion  from  the  uie  of  it,  but  what  muft 
be  verified  by  any  other  Scale  of  Proportions  whatever. 
The  particular  A<5i:  I  have  taken  of  that  lort,  is  that 
which  by  an  AfTefTment  of  Two  Shilling  per  I.  on  ali 
Revenues  did  raife  in  the  Year  1700  the  Sum  of 
9S^^6$l.  19  J.  6'  from  the  whole  Kingdom,  by  the 
feveral  Proportions  hereunder  fpecified,  as  in  the  A& 
more  at  large  appears  ;  which  laid  Sum  being  fubdi- 
vided  by  5-1 3,  (the  number  of  the  Kingdom's  Repre- 
(entatives)  does  produce  1930/.  to  be  the  Standard, 
by  which  every  County  may  be  known,  whether  it  be 
over  or  under-reprefented  in  Parliament,  and  by  what 
degrees  itisfo:  Not  that  I  argue  the  Body  ought  to 
be  reprefented  by  fuch  Shares  without  diftindion,but 
craving  Leave  only  to  ftate  Matter  of  Fad:  in  the 
form  following,  I  hope  not  to  frame  thence  any  ma- 
lignant Inference,  or  unworthy  of  a  Gentleman. 


Of 


C  25  ] 


'Bedfordjl.he  paid 

Berkp/ire  paid ^ 

Buck^inghamjhhe  paid 
Cambridgeshire  paid 
Chef.'ire  paid  . 
Cornwall  paid 
Cumberland  paid 
Derbyflnre  paid 
Devon/Jjjre  paid 
Dorfetflnre  paid 
Durham  paid  — 

Sj^t'x  paid — — 

GlouceflerOnre  paid 
Herefordflnre  paid 
Hertfordfliire  paid 
Huntingtovflme  paid 
iCfnf  paid  i_ 
Lancafl)ire  paid 


.S"M<ff   lltspro- 
d.  Member sjportion^ 


LeiceJlerjJ)ire  paid  — 
^     Uncolnflnre  paid  — 
^  -<  Middle/ex  paid 
'^      Monmouth  paid 

Norfolli  paid 


Worceflerpme  paid  — 
Tarlishire  paid  — 
.Pfii/M  entire  paid 


Northamptonfl)ire  paid 
Northumberland  paid 
Nottingham/hire  paid 
Oxfordj}:ire  paid  -        _— 
Rutland/})ire  paid 
Shropfhire  paid  — 
Somtrfetfhire  paid 
Southampton/hke  paid 
Staffordjhire  paid 

5«jfo/][^paid 

Swrre;  paid  — — 
S'jtjfjex  paid  — — 
Warwick^skire  paid 
Welimoriand  paid 
Wiltffjire  paid 


Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly,  To  demonftrate  thar  there  is  no  Parallel 
in  the  Kingdom  to  the  Ca(e  of  M'Mlefex,  I  have  no 
more  to  do  than  to  ftate  fome  Proper  ions  in  the  re- 
cited Appropriations  on  the  feveral  Counties,  as  fol- 
loweth. 


Of  the  Counties  moflTendsTor 
Over-reprefented, 

Cumberland-^-— — 


Wejlmorland  • 
Cornwall  —  > 

Wilt/hire 

Dorfet  ' 

Lancafler  ■ 


Thofe  of  Wales 
h'oYthianberhnd 
Suffex  ■ 


6 

4 
44 
34 

20 

14 

24 


5!- 

81  4 
28|i5t 


Of  the  Counties  mofi 

Under-rcprefented, 

Atiddlefex •  — 

Leicefter  •      

Chej})ire  ■■«— ^ 

Bedford 

Korfoll(^  ■  — 

Hertfordjhire 

WoiTet'tc);^ ' 

Lincoln 


ends/  for 


Km 
"25 

4 

4 


71 
^22 

610 
I2II9 


As  to  the  firft  ClafTis  of  this  Table,  the  Over^ 
reprefented,  I  am  no  ways  concerned  to  refled  upon 
it,  and  have  drawn  it  only  for  illuftration  of  the  cafe 
in  hand  :  Prefcription  is  their  Title,  and  the  Expe- 
rience of  fome  Ages  having  produc'd  no  dangerous 
Confequence  that,  in  my  Opinion,  does  fufficiently 
anfwer  whatever  Refle(3:ions  may  be  rais'd  from  the 
Agrarian  Principles  ;  altho'  at  the  (ame  time  I  fhould 
think  it  very  unequal  to  argue  the  fame  Right  of 
Prefcription  for  a  Negative,  uiz.  that  becaufe  Mid' 
dlefex  never  was  repre(ented  by  more  than  8,  there- 
fore it  never  ought  to  be  fo  ,•  and  this  principal  rea- 
fon  1  give,  that  the  very  fame  Arg  )ment  applied  to 
all  the  other  Counties,  muft  of  necefTuy  reduce  them 
to  their  feveral  conditions  in  E<iivard  the  Firft. 

Touching  the  fecond  Part  of  this  I'ablc,  the  Under* 
reprefented,  the  mod  diftinguilh'd  are  three;  Leicefier, 

which 
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which  has  about  one  half  of  its  proportion  ,*  Efex* 
which  has  about  one  third,  and  Middlefex  one  tenth, 
fo  that  the  cafe  of  the  latter  is  undoubtedly  without 
any  Parallel,*  wheref<ire  if  a  way  o{  redrefs  may  be 
propos'd  for  her,  which  can  never  be  drawn  into 
Confequerce,  or  applicable  to  any  other,  and  which 
is  at  the  fame  time  beneficial  to  the  Kingdom  in  ge- 
neral, I  hops  not  to  deferve  ill  from  any,  in  offering 
fuch  a  one  :  But  before  I  defcend  to  the  faid  Propo- 
fal,  one  thing  more  ought  to  be  premis'd,  That  the 
County  of  Middlefex^  becaufe  of  its  entire  depen- 
dance  on  her  two  great  Cities,  is  to  be  confider'd  as 
their  Suburbs  ;  and  therefore  I  Hiall  not  offer  any 
thing  on  behalf  of  the  Freehold-election,  ( that  being 
conceiv'd  not  difproportion'd  to  other  Counties  in 
general  )  but  what  I  have  to  fay,  \s  in  behalf  oi  Lon- 
don and  Weliminjier^  abftradlediy  taken. 

Confidering  the  Promife  to  make  no  ufe  of  my 
Standard  of  Proportions,  which  will  not  hold  good 
by  any  other  whatfoever,  and  that  henceforth  1  am 
reftrain'd  to  fpeak  of  London  and  Weflminfter,  it  fol- 
lows to  fhew ,  that  the  other  Cities  of  the  Kingdom 
will  have  as  little  reafon  to  emulate  any  Favour  paid 
to  thefe,  as  the  Counties  in  competition  with  Middle^ 
fex  could  pretend :  In  the  Ad  recited  the  Quota  of 
London  was  /.  61667  :  ^i :  3 ;  ,•  that  of  fi^ejiminfier  was 
/.  31729:0  :  »  ;  whereas  Morwich  pnd  A  425-9  :  5:11^  j 
Briftol,  1. 3695  115:4  ;  Tork,  /.  23 19  :  14 :  o  ,-  Ox- 
ford, /..1 867  :  4  ;  10  ;  Cambridge,  L  1423  ;  i  ;  6;. 
We  fee  then  the  advantage  of  Argument  nfcs  higher 
by  this  comparifon  than  the  former  one  of  Counties  ; 
wherefore  having  thought  fit  to  mention  it,  I  do  wil- 
lingly abridge  my  felf  of  it,  left  any  ill  conftrucflion 
ihould  arife. 


E  2  Fifthly, 


C   a8   ] 

Fifthly,  By  the  Standard  here  us'd,  the  Proportion 
of  Middiejex  would  be,  to  have  79  Members  of  Par- 
liament ,•  but  fince  it  is  certain,  the  Rights  of  particu- 
lar places  ought  to  be  wav'd,  if  inconliftent  with  the 
Welfare  ol:  the  Community,  and  the  inequality  of 
other  Counties  (warranted  by  Prefcription)  will  not 
juftifie  any  Pretenfions  to  approach  the  like.  I  fup- 
pofe  my  felf  to  have  abundantly  exprefs'd  the  native 
EngliHi  Jealoufie  for  the  Z)ntainted  Honour  of  our 
Conflitution,  and  to  have  obviated  all  perverfe  Con- 
ftrudlions,  when  I  ofFer  on  behalf  of  Middlefex  but 
a  quarter-part,  by  this  Standard,  of  her  Proportion, 
•Z//2.  that  London  might  find  Twelve,  and  Weftminfler 
Six  Citizens  for  our  Parliament,  which  with  the 
Knights,  would  be  in  all  Twenty  for  Middlefex  .- 
However,  with  the  freedom  of  a  true  Englifh-man 
thefe  things  are  raention'd ;  it  is  entirely  upon  Sup- 
pofition  ftill  that  the  fame  would  be  of  permanent 
confiderable  advantage  to  the  Kingdom,  which  is  re- 
fer'd  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Publick,  and  left  to  de- 
pend wholly  on  the  Validity  of  the  Arguments  en- 
fuing. 

Now,  to  have  the  (late  of  the  Cafe  rightly  under- 
flood,  it  is  needful  to  recite  foraething  in  (hort  of 
what  has  been  already  faid  :  It  has  been  taken  for  a 
Foundation-principle,  that  the  Welfare  of  Englanel 
does  very  much  depend  upon  the  Dignity  of  her  Re- 
prefentative  in  Parliament,  which  Dignity  appears  to 
have  been,  for  many  Ages  fuccefTivel),  confuked  by 
Addition  of  number  to  it ;  but  her  preft  nt  Confti- 
tuent  being  examined,  and  the  Counties  compar'd  by 
a  Scale  of  Computation,  Middlefex  is  by  vaft  degrees 
the  mod  of  all  other  under-reprelented  therein :  For 
which  obvious  Defe^  in  the  Reprefentative  of  our 

Coun- 
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Country,  a  Provifion  is  tcnder'd  in  Terms  Co  mode- 
rate, as  is  fuppos'd  to  obvicte  all  mil.gn  R-.tl  cftions  ; 
fince  the  fame  can  never  be  pleaded  on  bthalt  of  any 
other  County,  becaufe  MidJlefex  will  ftill  continue 
(without  parallel)  much  the  lowed  rep-efented  in 
that  Adembly,  and  becaufe  the  reafons  given  forfuch 
Provifion  can  never  probably  be  applicable  to  any 
other;  fo  1  proceed  to  oficr  the  Confiderations  which 
do  make  it  feem  the  Common  Advantage  of  the  King' 
dom. 

if?,  The  degree  of  Inequality  in  the  particular 
Cafe  before  us,  is  it  (elf  an  Argument  for  redre(s, 
the'  a  lefler  would  not  be,  becaufe  it  is  far  from  be^ 
ing  parallel'd  at  home,  or  perhaps  in  other  Countries 
abroad  ;  for  the  cafe  of  Apenzil  having  equal  Vote  in 
the  Diet  of  SwitzerUnd  with  the  Canton  of  Bearn^ 
and  that  of  Overijjel  a  like  in  the  States-General  with 
the  County  of  Holland,  is  very  different  from  ours, 
becaufe  in  both  thofe  the  greater  are  not  concluded 
by  the  \q^s  ;  Beam  and  Holland  receive  no  Laws  or 
Taxes  from  ti  e  over- ruling  Votes  of  Apenzil  and 
Overijfel.  This  Inftance  is  not  indeed  in  other  point: 
juft  xhe  fjine  with  ours,  and  therefore  I  frame  hence 
no  Argument,  but  ufe  it  for  illuflration  only;  fbme- 
what  nearer  is  that  ot  Amflerdam  compared  with  the 
fmall  Cities,  which  jointly  compoie  the  States  of  the 
Province  of  HoUand^  and  in  this  Inflance  the  greater 
is  concluded  by  the  lefs,  the  majority  of  Votes  de= 
terminlng  in  many,  though  not  in  all  points ;  in  that 
Aflembly  Amflerdam  has  one  Vote  in  19,  London  but 
one  in  105  of  the  Burroughs.  I  alledge  thefe  foreign 
Inftanccs  only  to  obviate  the  Ob^cdion,  That  ths 
inequality  here  mention  das  a  Grievance,  is  no  more 

thaa 
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t-hsn  what  is  found  in  all  other  Countries  in  like  cafe. 
But  the  inequality,  fay  fome,  if  warranted  by  Prefcri- 
ption  of  many  Ages,  why  Ihould  it  now  be  complain'd 
of  ?  1  anrvv'tr,  without  debating  whether  that  Title 
be  indifpuiable  in  all  points,  that  London  for  many 
Ages  (ent  4  Members  to  Parliament,  when  the  whole 
number  thereof  rofe  not  ufually  higher  than  half  the 
prefent  5  unto  which  if  we  add  the  growth  of  Londondind 
Weftmwjler  for  100  years  paft,  we  (hall  find  the  Ine- 
quality pleadable  now  before  us,  has  not  much  the  au- 
thority of  Prefcription  for  it. 

But  becaufe  no  one  lliall  rufpc(^  that  this  Inequali- 
ty is  due  folely  to  a  falfe  Standard  or  Balance  us'd,  I 
am  content  the  Quota  proposed  be  examin'd  by  two 
other  Scales,  which  an  Ingenious  Author  has  furnifh'd 
us  with  ;  he  fays,  the  Number  of  living  Souls  in  the 
Kingdom  is  computed  at  Five  millions  and  an  half, 
whereof  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality  are  Five  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  ,•  he  fays,  the  lateft  Books  of 
Hearth-money  reckon  a  Million  and  Three  hundred 
thoufand  Houfes  in  the  Kingdom,  (the  lowed  Cottages 
included)  w  hereof  the  accurate  Survey  of  London  and 
Weflminjler  (  about  the  fame   time  taken  )  reports 
therein  near  One  hundred  thoufand  ;  fo  that  Middle- 
fex  rifing  higher  than  both  thofe  Proportions,  may 
v;ell  be  eflimited  One  tenth  part  of  the  whole  King- 
dom,  by  which  account  htr  Members  in  Parliament 
v/ould  be  Fifty  cne  :  Whe'-efore  the  prefent  Inequality 
may  be    fuppos'd  a  Subjcd  wr;rthy  of  Redreft,    as 
is  acknowhdg'd  in  l;ke  cafe  by  the  Preamble  of  the 
Att  ^s  Hen.  8,  impowering  the  County  and  City  of 
Chcfler  to  fend  to  Parliament. 
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idly^  The  proportion  ot  Tax  by  the  A(^  herein 
us'd  may  well  (land  tor  art  Argumtnt  to  p  o  e  my 
Propofition  reaConable  ,•  for,  Can  there  b-  any  thing 
more  To,  than  that  thole  who  b^ar  the  Burden  iliould 
enjoy  the  Privilege  ?  Is  there  any  tnuig  mere  agree- 
able to  cur  Conltitution,  than  that  the  5ubjed's  Mo- 
ney be  not  given  otherwife  than  by  thti:  own  Con- 
fcnt  ?  Can  there  b^;  any  thing  more  laud  ble  and  good 
in  the  fight  of  God  and  Men,  than  that  the  utmoft 
Impartiality  po/Iible  be  us'd  in  proportioning  ali  the 
Impofitions  of  the  State  ?  This  is  to  have  our 
Exa£i-or's  Righteoufnefs,  a  Prayer  which  the  Thone 
of  Heav^en  does  encourage^  and,  Ibilieve,  it  the  mat- 
ter were  enquired  into,  great  and  heavy  Taxations 
have  in  all  Countries  been  more  ch-ertully  born  by 
the  People,  when  levied  with  Eq  -ali'-y,  than  far  lefs 
when  manifeft  Partiality  has  been  pi'adis'd  ;  fome' 
thing  of  which  kind  was  a  principal  Ingredient  in  mod 
of  thofe  calamitous  Revolutions,  which  have  broken 
the  Gothick  Frame  in  the  (everal  Principalities  of  £«•. 
rope^  as  would  be  eafie  to  make  appear ;  but  we  need 
not  any  Argument  to  that  end,  the  Ad:  herein  fpeci- 
fied  is  conceiv'd  to  be  in  its  Proportions  equal,  and  in 
that  fence  is  the  Foundation  of  all  that  has  been  ad- 
vanc'd. 

Wherefore  taking  it  for  granted  that  Middlefex' 
juftly  bears  2  parts  in  15  of  all  Subfidies  levied  in  the 
Kingdom,  then  can  it  be  unreafbnable  (lie  fliould  hai'e 
2  in  51  of  the  Reprefentitive, .  which  is  the  fum  of 
our  Propofal  when  allow'd  ?  or,  What  fufficient  Kea- 
(bns  can  be  given,  that  fome  Burroughs  which  pay 
but  20  /.  for  their  Quota,  fhould  be  reprefented  equal- 
ly in  the  Eftates  with  ff^(?/?w/«y?^r, which  pays  as  often 
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91729/.  to  the  fupport  of  the  Government?  Not 
that  a  Degree  in  the  Reprefentative  is  pleadable  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  fuch  Payments,  but  only 
where  fo  vsft  a  difference  is  in  the  one,  there  fome  di- 
flinftlon  ought  iikewifeto  be  in  i\\t  other;  as  appears 
to  have  been  pracSfcis'd  from  the  ancient'ft  Records  of 
our  Conftitution,  for  London  and  the  Cinque  Ports 
(ufually)  were  enjoyn'd  to  (end  more  than  any  other 
of  the  Burroughs.  If  Queen  Elizaleth,  having  for 
fome  years  to  do  with  the  E.  of  Defmond^  a  powerful 
Rebel  in  Munflett  gave  unto  Mynehead  in  Somerfetjhire 
this  Privilege  among  others  by  Charter,  on  the  Con- 
dition of  keeping  their  Harbour  in  good  repair  at 
their  own  cofts,  from  the  fame  juft  reafbn  of  Ufeful- 
nefs  and  Benefit  to  the  PubHck,  is  fome  Diftindlion 
here  pleaded  for,  on  behalf  of  London  and  Weflminfler. 

^dly.  The  Intereft  of  Naval  Power  our  common 
Glory  and  Defence,  (eems  to  (land  in  need  of  fome 
extraordinary  Cultivation  ;  for  iho'  we  hear  it  fre- 
quently advanced.  That  England  by  her  good  Fleet 
could  fubfift,  and  defend  her  felf  againft  any  foreign 
Invafion,  without  Alliances  abroad  ,•  however  it  be  a 
Riddle  in  it  felf,  yet  is  built  commonly  upon  a  Para- 
dox more  abfurd,  which  is  to  fay,  that  our  Dominion 
at  Sea  may  be  fufficiently  maintained  without  the 
Root  of  a  Merchantil  Navigation  ;  fo  that  to  exalt  our 
Power  at  Sea,  and  depretiate  at  the  fame  time  the 
Subfervience  of  Traffick,  is  common  among  us ;  If 
fuch  would  be  pleas'd  to  look  backwards.  I  am  well 
adur'd  Trade  will  appear  to  have  been  moftly  the  Pa- 
rent of  all  Marine  Force,  and  the  natural  Support  of 
it,  and  without  which  it  never  has  fubfifttd  in  any 
Nation  longer  than  the  Riga  of  fome  extraordinary 
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Prince,  or  during  fome  difficult  jundlures.  To  ex- 
patiate on  this  Subjed:,  would  need  a  Traft  apart, 
therefore  taking  it  for  granted,  that  the  Royal  Navy 
of  England  cannot  long  flouriih  without  the  Subfer- 
vience  of  an  anfwerable  Commercial  Navigation,  what 
I  have  to  fay  is  as  followeth. 

Mod  Countries  in  Europe  at  this  time  imploy  their 
fedulous  Endeavours  to  cultivate  every  one  their  pro- 
per Manufa^lures,  to  invent  new  ones,  to  improve 
their  Native  Materials  or  Produdiions,  to  difcourage 
Foreign  Imports,  and,  as  'tiscall'd,  to  turn  the  Balance 
ofTraffickin  their  refpe(aive  Favours;  which  mea- 
(ures  I  conceive  arife  from  a  Confent  in  Politicks,  that 
as  Money  is  now  (more  than  ever)  the  Nerve  of  War, 
(fo  that  Gold  feems  rather  to  command  Iron,  than 
Iron  Gold)  Trade  is  necelTarily  confulted,  as  the  chief 
Mioifter  of  Wealth.  Now  no  Country  in  Chriftendom 
has  the  natural  Advantages,  and  fo  much  adaptnefs  for 
Trade  as  England,  and  withal  has  a  more  abfolute  de- 
pendance  upon  it,  but  at  the  fame  time  Aulick  Councils 
and  Committees  of  Country  Gentlemen  are  not  likely 
to  produce  that  Political  Encouragement  which  were 
to  be  wifh'd  ;  therefore,  as  good  Regulations  with  us 
arife  ordinarily  from  the  Hou(e  of  Commons,  fo  the 
multitude  of  her  conftant  Emergencies,  the  uncertain- 
ty of  her  SefTion,  and  above  all,  the  general  incapaci- 
ty of  her  Members  for  Mechanical  Affairs  has  effeded, 
that  we  fee  not  commonly  thofe  good  Fruits  of  her 
Refults  in  this  kind  as  in  others.  I  (hould  imagin  then 
the  admillfon  of  the  Number  propos'd,  of  Men  better 
turn'd  to  thofe  Affairs,  would  be  various  ways  a  means 
of  Advancing  and  Securing  the  Intereft  of  Trade  a- 
mong  us ;  and  when  by  the  New  Provifion  Courtiers 
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mull  ceafe  their  Pretenfions  to  WeflmhJier^lG^lon,  it 
is  probable  the  Intereft  of  Trade  will  there  prevail,  as 
in  London. 

But  becaufe  fome  may  judge  fuchlike  matters  not 
worthy  the  Confideration  I  would  put  upon  them, 
and  to  prevent  other  Obloquies,  I  defire  them  to  heed 
well  the  Meafures  of  France  on  this  head  ;  her  fuperbe 
Monarch  does  not  think  it  beneath  him  to  nourifii  fe- 
veral  new  Proje6ls  of  this  nature  with  his  own  Sub- 
fcriptions  to  the  firft  Funds  of  them  ;  he  has  ered:ed 
Courts  in  feveral  of  his  great  Cities,  for  the  more  eafie 
decifion  of  Caufes  comercial ;  his  Treaties  with  foreign 
States  are  as  minutely  weigh'd  in  this  regard  as  any 
other  ;  and  the  Mercury  oi  Augufl  1700  tells  us  of  an 
Edi£l  iflued  for  erecting  a  Council  of  Trade,   compos'd 
of  6  Councillors  of  State  and  1  2  Merchants,  viz.  from 
Tarii  2,  Rohany  Bourdeaufc,  LyonPy  MarfeiUes,  St.  Makes ^ 
Rochel,  Nantes,  Li/le,  Dunkirk,  and  Bayonne,  one  each; 
thefe  Merchants  are  to  be  Yearly  elt^ed  by  thofe  Ci- 
ties in  July,  by  the  plurality  of  Tradefmen  refpedive- 
ly,  and  to  render  themfelves  at  Paris  by  the  firft  of 
okoher,  there  to  meet  once  at  lead  every  week,  to  de- 
liberate of  all  Propofals,  to  intend  the  Welfare  of  Traf- 
fick,  and  to  report  their  Refult  to  the  Council  of  State. 
In  my  mind,  this  very  Pattern,  a  little  model'd  to  our 
Conftitution,  would  be  more  probable  to  difcover  the 
Decays,  to  reftifie  the  Errours,  and  to  induce  a  fiou- 
rifhing  Profperity  in  our  Traffick,  than  any  Council 
which  has  been  hitherto  in  ufe  among  us,  for  the  par- 
ticular Reafon  that  made  me  mention  it,  viz.  the  great 
majority  of  Tradefmen  in  it. 

^thly,  Publick  Credit  is  well  known  to  be  of  indi- 
fpejifible  neceflfity  with  us,  wherefore  the  good  con- 
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d'vtion  of  it  is  a  Benefit  very  valuable  to  the  Kingdom  ; 
without  which,  Parhamentary  Supplies  in  the  ufual 
courfe  cannot  anfwer  the  Exigencies  of  the  State  ,•  fo 
that  the  Ordinary  Charges  ol  the  Government,  (ucli 
as  the  maintaining  z  Summer  Squadron,  the  having  in 
readinefs  any  quantity  of  Naval  Stores^  nay,  the  Dif- 
burfementi  of  the  Houfhold  in  time  of  Peace,  are  not 
fupplied  without  Credit ;  much  lefs  in  time  of  War 
can  Sea  or  Land-Souldiers  be  levied,  our  Grand  Fleet 
put  to  Sea,  or  the  neceflary  Operations  in  fuch  a  cafe 
proceed,  but  by  this :  And  more  efpecially,  in  extra- 
ordinary Emergencies,  Surprize,  or  Diftrefles  of  the 
State,  the  very  Security  of  England  muft  depend 
wholly  upon  the  good  condition  of  Publick  Credit. 

By  Puhlick  Credit  is  meant,  when  private  Perfons 
lend  Sums  of  Mony,  or  vend  Commodities  upon  Truft^ 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Government;  fo  when  that  is  done 
with  a  ftreightned  hand,  then  it  follows,  whatever  Mo- 
ny is  needed  by  the  State,  cannot  be  had  without  high 
Premiums ;  and  in  like  manner,  whatever  kind  of 
Merchandife  fhe  wants,  (he  muft  give  extravagant 
Prices  for,  becaufe  in  both  cafes  there  will  appear  more 
of  Hezard.  Tis  therefore  of  ineftimable  advantage  to 
the  Publick  to  put  this  matter  into  a  good  pofture, 
touching  which  various  Trafts  have  been  publifti'd ; 
and  I  (hall  therefore  confine  my  felf  to  the  Subjed  in 
hand. 

If  then  the  Cities  treated  of  do  afford  in  a  manner 
all  the  Commodities, and  advance  all  the  Mony  which 
the  State  has  more  or  lefs  occafion  for  5  I  conceive  the 
allowing  them  an  Addition  to  their  Reprefentative  in 
Parliament,  would  be  a  very  cogent  means  to  create 
and  perpetuate  in  them  that  Readinefs  and  Confidence 

Fa  in 


C  3^  ] 

In  this  kind,  as  would  turn  to  the  vaO:  Emolument  of 
the  Nation  ;  whereby  the  OccaHons  of  high  Premiums 
and  Interefl  will  be  obviated  :  Nor  does  it  appear 
what  Inconveniencies  can  arife  thereirom  -,  for  if  from 
Infcrutable  Ages  fome  parts  of  the  Kingdom  have  pof^ 
fefs'd  an  Ovtrbalance  in  our  Parhamenr,  wi:hout  Da- 
mage to  the  Pubhck,  how  ihould  this  inconfiderable 
Addition  bring  any  ? 

Stkly,  The  Cities  herein  mentiop'd  making  up  the 
Augurt  Capitol  of  our  Empire,  are  the  Royal  Chamber 
of  our  Monarchs,  the  Seat  of  our  High  Court  of  Par- 
iiament,  as  well  as  of  the  higheft  fubordinate  Courts  of 
Juftice,  the  Centre  of  Foreign  and  Domeftick  Trade, 
from  which  all  the  parts  o!:  the  Kingdom  (as  their 
Head)  derive  Influence,  as  well  as  reciprocally  mini- 
fler  to  it ;  This  is  our  fcle  Emporium,  able  to  furnifli 
out  Fleets  and  Armies,  and,  in  fine,  wherein  the  Ma- 
jefty  and  Strength  of  our  Government  refides :  On 
which  accounts  (if  the  foremention'd  be  poftpon'd)  it 
were  not  very  unbecoming  to  allow  fome  diftinguifh- 
ing  Favour  in  the  Reprelentative. 

But,  I  conceive,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  at  prefent ; 
for  {{London  fends  4 Members,  Osford  and  Cambridge 
do  the  fame,  tho'  by  a  much  newer  Title.  If  the  near 
Vicinity  of  London  and  Weftminfler  be  pleaded  for  a 
Favour,  that's  no  more  than  is  frequent  elfewhere  ^  as 
in  the  cafe  o{  New  and  Old  Sarum,  (tho'  the  old  be  the 
newer  Burrough)  Bremhre  and  Steynin^s,  ( formerly 
returning  but  as  one)  Eaft lott^e  2ind  IVefHowe,  Launce- 
flown  and  Newport^  St.  Ive  and  CaUington,  Tregony  and 
Grampound,  Truro  and  St,  Michael^  Weymouth  and  Mel- 
comb  HegU,  Rye  and  Winchelfea,  with  lome  others,  if 
Speed's  Maps  of  thofe  Countries  may  be  rely'd  on. 

One 
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One  thing  more  from  the  Grandeur  of  London  and 
Weftm'tnjler^  which  might  weigh  m  this  Ciie  is,  that 
the  Number  and  Qaahty  of  their  Elec9:ors  is  fuch  ss 
will  not  eafily  adm.jot  thole  Corruptions  in  Eleftion, 
which  have  been  fo  rife  in  the  ieifer  Burroughs. 

Thefe  Reafons  aliedg'd  for  (bme  D.ftin^lion  to  the 
Cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler  in  the  Reprefentative 
of  England,  are  obviouHy  taken  from  iMatters  of  Fac^^, 
and  put  together  without  Art,  the  Author  being  fen- 
fible  enough  he  is  unable  any  w^ys  to  imbellidi  a 
Theme  of  this  nature  ;  fo  that  however  the  Subje(fh 
has  fufFer'd  by  his  Defedl,  he  will  have  always  for  his 
Confolaiion,  theConfience  of  a  difinterefted  and  un- 
pretended  aim  at  lead  to  the  Benefit  of  his  Country  : 
Whether  his  Judgment  herein  be  condemned  or  ap» 
prov'd,  he  will  be  very  little  affe<3:ed,  having  no  Per- 
fonal  concern,  more  than  his  private  Inheritance,  em- 
bark'd  in  the  VeHcl  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  as  he 
has  been  dilated  by  none  but  his  oxn  folitary  Amufe- 
ment,  and  therefore  has  no  intention  to  ferve  a  Party, 
fo  his  peculiar  Care  has  been,  to  avoid  whatever  might 
juftly  give  offence  ;  but  if  in  that  he  (hould  be  di(ap° 
pointed,  he  has  this  one  Confolation  left,  the  fafe  re- 
treat of  a  miftdken  or  abus'd  Innocence. 

In  clofing  a  Difcourfe  of  this  Subje^^,  having  pre» 
tended  to  be  a  Lover  of  my  Country  in  a  junilurs 
like  the  prelent,  I  hope  to  be  pardon'd  in  adding  a 
few  Lines  aliene  from  the  point  in  hand. 

It  is  well  known,  Dangers  from  abroad  can  threaten 
England  only  from  the  lide  of  France^  and  His  Gra- 
cious Majefty  has  imparted  Hif  Opinion,  That  our 
Animofities  are  the  fole  Hope  of  our  Enemies  ,•  and  if 
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(b,  1  (Joubt  not  but  the  Wifdom  of  our  Parliament 
will  foon  make  it  give  up  the  Ghoft :  GoD  forbid  ! 
if  no  Confufion  of  Languages  in  the  new  cementing 
Kingdoms  do  defeat  our  modern  Nmroe/ o(  his  pro- 
jeded  Vniverfal  Monarchy^  that  any  fuch  amongft  us 
iliould  however  furrher  and  accomplilli  it ;  let  the  pall 
Ages  warn  us  fufficiently. 

How  did  the  Court  of  Frame  blow  the  Coals  be- 
tween Henry  the  Second  and  his  rebellious  Sons,  and 
then  warm  her  ftii  at  the  Flames  ?     How  did  Philip 
Auguflus  avail  himfelf  oF  our  Confufions  under  King 
John  zn^  Henry  the  Third  ?  During  the  Diftradiions 
of  Richard  the  Second,  how  did  the  French  extend 
their  Ravages  on  our  Coafts  ?     On  the  other  fide, 
the  Animofities  of  France  between  the  Houfes  of 
Burgundy  and  Orleance,  did  more  to  place  our  Henry 
on  that  Throne  than  the  Battel  oi  Agincourt ;  and  as 
foon  as  the  Houfe  of  Burgundy  withdrew  her  Intereft 
from  ours  by  the  Treaty  oiArroj,  the  Englijh  Affairs 
declin'd  there  apace.     Neither  was  it  the  peculiar  Bra- 
very of  the  Englifh  alone  which  acquir'd  us  thofe  vaft 
Advantages  under  Edward  the  Third,  granted  by  the 
Treaty  oi  Bretigny,  but  in  the  Torrent  of  that  Suc- 
cefs  we  were  much  favour'd  by  the  Malecontents  of 
that  Kingdom,  as  the  Earls  of  Artois  and   Montfort, 
the  L-rd  of  Harcourty  and  above  all  by  the  King  of 
Navarre,   as  Earl  of  Devereux,  with  their  refpedHve 
Partizans.     Now  let  us  turn  the  Tables  again,  and 
no  fooner  does  Henry  the  Sixth,  in  England,  put  us 
into  Brouilleries  at  home,  but  within  tne  compafs  of 
Three  Years  we  loft  all  thofe  fpacious  Dominions  in 
France,  txccpt  Calais,  with  this  iTbameful  circumftance, 
that  what  was  gain'd  with  unparallel'd  Bravery,  was 

loft 


C   39  ] 

loft  without  any  manner  oi  Jeience,  fcr  niudi  did  the 
Animofities  then  rifing  Unman  tue  Englifh.  Thus 
Grandeur  and  Succefs  between  Vngland  and  France 
has  been  like  a  Tyde  between  both  Mior^s,  ebbing  and 
flowing  as  good  Order  or  Coniufion  rcgn'd  on  cither 
fide. 

'Tis  certain  no  Differences  or  Animofities  can  much 
injure  us,  but  thofe  that  affedt  the  Supreme  Bran- 
ches of  the  Legiflature  ,•  touching  which,  as  I  have 
reflrain'd  my  Difcourfe  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fo 
I  fee  but  one  thing  defirable  to  Her  t)n  this  Head, 
which  is,  That  fince  Petitions  of  Complaint  touch- 
ing Eledions  are  grown  to  be  fo  numerous  every 
Parliament,  fome  Expedient  might  be  found  to  decide 
them,  with  more  Eafe  and  Expedition,  for  the  Com- 
plainants and  the  Houfe  her  (elf:  But  as  everyone, 
no  doubt,  defires  the  fame,  fo  I  hope  fome  good  Ge- 
nius will  at  length  find  out  a  Method  to  conteoto 

In  fine,  Tho'  we  have  been  a  Nation  difunited, 
and  Franct  at  Union  within  her  felt  too  long ,  yet 
in  God's  good  time  it  fliali  be  other  wife  ,•  the  num» 
ber  of  Princes  of  the  Blood  encreafing,  Baulks  and 
Difappointmenrs  arifing  abroad,  and  Poverty  within 
at  the  fame  time,  may  fbon  disjoynt  that  Kingdom; 
and  if  our  Animofities  have  been  fomented  thence, 
they  will  confeqaently  fail  ,  when  the  fuppofited 
Fuel  is  withdrawn,  Tis  certain  Cardinal  Richelieu 
laid  it  down  as  a  Mixim ,  That  England  cW^ 
never  he  deflroyd  hut  hy  her  felf  \  and  accordingly 
he  work'd  his  Engines,  whereof  there  will  never  be 
wanting ,  whilft  the  Popifli  Caufe  fo  flouriflies  be- 
yond 
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yond  Sea,  and  we  tolerate  fo  many  embltter'd  Sub- 
j£dls  of  that  PerpA'afivon  at  home';  But,  I  hope, 
fincc  the  Mine  is,  difcover'd,  it  Ihall  not  bury  us 
in  its  Ruines,  nor  (through  the  Goodnefs of  God) 
fhall  the  Head  of  tlie  Proteflant  Inter efi  fink,  till 
Time  Ihall  be  no  more. 


FINIS. 


BOOKS  F  Tinted  for,  and  Sold  by  S.  Grouch, 
at  the  corner  <?/ Popes-head  Alley,  Cornhil. 

YOuth's  Introdu(5iion  to  Trade ;  an  Exercife-book, 
chiefly  defign'd  for  the  ufe  of  the  Writing- fchool,  to 
imploy  Youth  at  night  and  other  vacant  times,  while  they 
learn  to  wr«e;  by  which  the  young  Apprentice  rnay  be 
able  to  apply  hisWriting  and  Arithmetick  to  Bufinefs,  as  a 
Merchant,  Shopkeeper f  or  other  inferior  Trades  1  firft  metho- 
dized for  the  benefit  of  the  Author's  Scholars,  and  publifti*d 
for  the  ufe  of  fech  as  teach  Writing  and  Arithmetick.  By 
John  Ajr%^:  TJiiQTKixi^  Edidon,  ^orre^ed  and  very  much 
^nJarg'd.  '«.'*■ 

Grami^^tica  Angk'Lu^tamca  :  or,  A  Ihort'and  compen- 
dious Syftem  of  an  Eftgijh  and  Pertuguete  Grammar,  con- 
taining all'themoft  ufcTuland  neeeffary  Rui<ss  ofthe5>«/<«x, 
and  ConflfiiAion  of  the  Portuguez.e  Tongae ;  together  with 
ibme  ufefu4  Dial oftu^s  arid  ipqUqquies^gris  jtbleto^^ommQa 
Converfation  j;'With.  a  Vocabulary  of  ultful  words  in  Englfjh 
and  Portugue%,e,  defign'd  for  and  fitted  to  all  Capacities^and 
more  efpeeially  fuch  whofe  Chance  or  Bufinels  may  lead 
diem  into  any  part  of  the  World,  where  that  Language  is 
us'd  or  efteena'd.    By  /i.  J, 
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